
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
As you know from our ongoing communications, the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) is the new state assessment. STAAR, for grades 3 through 8, will continue to assess the same subjects being assessed by TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills). STAAR end-of-course (EOC) assessments are replacing the four exit-level TAKS (Texas Assessments of Knowledge and Skills) exams as the state-mandated assessment at the high school level. Every student enrolled in the following courses will be required to take the corresponding EOC assessment: English I, English II, English III, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, World Geography, World History, and U.S. History.

Students in grades 6 through 8 who are enrolled in high school level courses will take both the STAAR grade-level assessments and the EOC assessment. 
Our students, teachers, and staff have been working hard all year to prepare for these new, more rigorous tests. As we get students ready for this year’s assessments, we are also looking ahead to the requirements for graduation under the STAAR program so that our middle school students are well prepared to enter high school. 
In addition to serving as assessment requirements for graduation, state law also requires that student performance on the new EOC assessments count for 15 percent of the student’s grade in the corresponding course. While the new law stipulates the “15 percent requirement,” it does not tell school districts how to factor test scores into the calculation of course grades. In fact, school districts are responsible for developing their own policies to meet this requirement, which is why we are writing to you today. 
The District is asking for your help in selecting a methodology for factoring EOC assessment results into a student’s final course grade. Currently, there are four options under consideration, which appear on page 2 of this letter.  Information regarding each option is available on the STAAR AISD website at http://www.austinisd.org/staar. The District is seeking input from parents on these options via a quick survey. You can complete the survey online at http://www.austinisd.org/staar through February 17, or respond to a telephone survey that will be conducted the week of February 6. The Superintendent is committed to choosing a conversion methodology that serves the best interest of students while complying with the law, and she will strongly consider your survey feedback in reaching her final decision. The Superintendent expects to announce the District’s decision by the end of March, so that the method of conversion can be communicated and clearly understood by students before they take the EOC assessments.
Thank you for your continued support of our school and for being a partner in your child’s education.
Sincerely, 

Kimiko Cartwright, Principal – Murchison Middle School

